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Introduction

This study concerns how teachers in upper secondary school experience that they
can work with connecting school with workplace learning (APL in Swedish) in
vocational education using digital technologies as learning tools. In vocational
education, a gap between different learning arenas such as school and workplaces
is often emphasized. Different ways to bridge this gap in order to create wholeness
in students’ learning are discussed in research (cf. llleris, 2009; Kilbrink & Bjurulf,
2013; Tuomi-Grohn, & Engestrom, 2003; Tynjala, 2009). One way is to discuss
different kinds of boundary objects, which has been done in research on boundary
crossing, where the value of learning in different arenas is highlighted (Akkerman &
Bakker, 2011; 2012). Digital technology can work as boundary objects to connect
learning in different arenas (Baartman, Gravemeijer, & de Bruijn, 2013;
Schwendimann, Cattaneo, Dehler Zufferey, Gurtner, Bétrancourt & Dillenbourg,
2015). However, there is a lack of research on how teachers can work with digital
technology as boundary objects and thereby help students in their learning process.
Therefore, in this study we focus on teachers’ work with digital technology, such as
apps, blogs and video, as boundary objects in upper secondary vocational
education.

Methodology, Methods, Research Instruments or Sources Used

The study has a narrative approach to study the role and identity of the teachers in
this work (Mishler, 1999). The research question is: How do teachers work with
digital technology as boundary objects in their teaching and what narratives on digital
technology as boundary objects emerge among those teachers? In order to learn
more about how this work can be done in a meaningful way, we have conducted
interviews with teachers who already work with digital technology in vocational
education. The teachers’ narratives have thereafter been analysed thematically with
focus on what they told (cf. Lieblich, Tuval Maschiach & Zilber, 1998; Polkinghorne,
1995).

Conclusions, Expected Outcomes or Findings

The results show that there are many possibilities for learning when using digital
technologies in vocational education and especially in relation to oral presentations
and motivation. However, there are also obstacles to overcome in relation to for
example organizational factors and individual interest. The results can contribute to a
research area where there is a need for more research. It could also contribute to an
understanding of how to improve teaching with digital technology as boundary
objects in vocational education. Furthermore, the results can be used both in teacher
education and by teachers teaching in vocational education.
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